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Historical pictures at Harry Ransom 
Center speak a thousand lively words
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Gas spill triggers evacuation
Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff 
Lt. Mike Lemerise of the Austin Fire Department stands outside of Robert Lee Moore Hall after a hazardous-materials alarm was 
triggered at 3 p.m Wednesday. 
Fire department determines there was no real threat to RLM
Closing of classes displaces teacher Co-op donates 14,000
shirts to Haiti victims
Greg Zaragoza | Daily Texan Staff
Pamela Leighton-Burwell, left, instructs the “Cardio Switch at 
Noon” informal class in the Quadrangle Room at the Union.  Some 
of her cardio students, who include UT faculty and staff, have 
been attending Union classes for more than 10 years.
Some outraged, others apathetic over closing of cafe
Alexandra Watson | Daily Texan Staff
Boxes filled with Longhorn BCS Championship shirts and hats 
await transport to Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, after being donated by the 
University Co-op.
Decisions concerning 




Pamela Leighton-Burwell was 
eating breakfast in her home 
Monday morning when her hus-
band handed her a story from The 
Daily Texan about UT’s decision 
to end its informal classes pro-
gram in August. He said, sincere-
ly, “You’re out of a job.”
“You can look at it as a very ear-
ly forced retirement,” said Burwell, 
who teaches a fitness class for the 
program and was able to reach a 
rate of $32 per hour after years of 
teaching. “I was really kind of sad 
because I feel that informal classes 
was a significant program in com-
munity outreach.”
Burwell is one of 191 informal-
class instructors being let go as a 
result of the Texas Union Board’s 
decision, announced Friday, to 
end the program Aug. 20.
The program, which started in 
1971, offers short courses on a va-
riety of subjects ranging from Web 
site design to anger management. 
The classes are open to the public, 
though UT students, faculty, staff 
and alumni receive a discount, 
according to the Union Web site. 
Class participants do not receive 
grades.
University Unions director An-
drew Smith Jr. said he was in-
formed in October that the Union 
CLASSES continues on page 2
By Bobby Longoria
Daily Texan Staff
Dozens of students and staff 
members were left in the pour-
ing rain Wednesday afternoon 
after a gas leak led to a precau-
tionary evacuation of Robert 
Lee Moore Hall.
More than five Austin Fire 
Department vehicles respond-
ed to a hazardous-materi-
als alarm at 3 p.m. Universi-
ty spokeswoman Rhonda Wel-
don said there was such a high 
degree of response because the 
incident occurred in a high-rise 
building that potentially could 
have had a large number of 
people in harm’s way.
Weldon said the incident 
occurred on the second floor 
of RLM when a small canis-
ter containing 5 percent of flu-
orine gas was dropped inside 
a vent hood. Although no one 
was hurt, the student involved 
was sent to University Health 
Services for examination.
About half of the building 
was evacuated, Weldon said. 
She said AFD believed that the 
vent hood likely dispatched 
the gas but that they would en-
ter the building in order to en-
sure that it was safe.
“Basically [there was] an 
abundance of precaution to 
make sure folks weren’t ex-
posed,” Weldon said. “These 
are research areas, and you 
have faculty, you have re-
searchers, you have students 
all working. Everybody is safe-
ty-trained. They do the right 
things when things happen, 
but things are going to hap-
pen.”
She said the building would 
be reopened after AFD cleared 
the scene of any potential dan-
By Alex Geiser
Daily Texan Staff
Student reaction to the clos-
ing of the Cactus Cafe has 
ranged from outrage to apathy.
Amid talks of budget cuts, 
University officials announced 
Friday that they plan to shut 
down the cafe by the end of 
August as a way to save mon-
ey. Many students and profes-
sors vocalized their disapprov-
al Tuesday at President William 
Powers Jr.’s town hall meeting 
and at the Student Government 
meeting.
“They are getting rid of UT 
history,” English sophomore 
John Espinoza said. “It would be 
the same as cutting down a tree 
and saying, ‘Oh, budget cuts.’”
Espinoza said he had been 
to the cafe a few times for his 
French course, and although 
the closure won’t affect him 
now that he no longer visits the 
cafe, he said he doesn’t think it 
is fair.
Caroline Dickerson, a geog-
raphy senior who was sitting in 
the cafe Wednesday afternoon 
working on homework, said 
Tuesday was the first time she 
had ever been to the cafe. Dick-
erson came because of a lack of 
seating in the Flawn Academic 
Center and the Union, but said 
she has also been keeping up 
with the news.
“No one ever hears about 
[Cactus Cafe] until now,” she 
said. “It’s a totally different 
world than anywhere else on 
campus.”
While efforts to save the his-
torical venue have pushed the 
cafe into the spotlight, there are 
students around campus who 
see the closure as a reasonable 
measure.
Anthropology senior Robert 
Burroughs said graduate stu-
dents and professors are the 
people most affected by the ven-
ue’s closure but that even with-
out the cafe, they will always 
find another place to go.
By Devin Dickey
Daily Texan Staff
The University Co-op will do-
nate 14,000 unusable Longhorn 
BCS Championship shirts and 
hats to earthquake victims in Hai-
ti.
The Co-op printed the shirts 
and hats in anticipation of a Jan. 
7 win. After the loss the merchan-
dise was stored in a warehouse to 
be either recycled or destroyed.
On Jan. 12, days after the BCS 
game, the earthquake that de-
stroyed Port-Au-Prince left hun-
dreds of thousands of people with 
nothing more than the clothes on 
their backs. The Co-op paired up 
with Fashion Delivers Charitable 
Foundation Inc. and Kids in Dis-
tressed Situations Inc. to transport 
and distribute the items. The shirts 
and hats will be shipped first to 
Tennessee for sorting and then to 
Port-Au-Prince so they can be dis-
tributed to various shelters.
KIDS spokesman Peter Paris 
said that after the initial impact 
has passed, help will still be need-
ed for months following the di-
saster. The majority of press cov-
erage initially focused on the de-
mand for food and water, but in 
the continuing recovery, essen-
tial items such as clothing will be-
come more vital.
However, some experts claim 
the most effective way to help is 
still donating money. According to 
the Center for International Disas-
ter Information Web site, “cash is 
widely recognized as the most ef-
fective and efficient means of pro-
viding relief to Haiti’s earthquake 
victims.” Money is the best form 
of donation because it can buy ex-
actly what the victims need, it’s 
easy to transport, and using cash 
to buy local goods stimulates the 
economy, according to the Web 
site.
One characteristic that distin-
guishes the Fashion Delivers Char-
itable Foundation Inc. and Kids 
in Distressed Situations Inc. from 
other organizations is that they 
only distribute new clothes. Chil-
dren in particular have a sense of 
By Joshua Michaels
Daily Texan Staff
The University’s expected 
tuition hike for the 2010 and 
2011 school years and the stan-
dard rate of inflation will like-
ly minimize the effects of a 
proposed increase in Federal 
Pell Grants, the largest feder-
al need-based grants available 
to low-income undergraduate 
and graduate students.
The latest federal budget, 
presented by President Barack 
Obama on Monday, plans to 
deliver a massive infusion of 
cash into the Department of 
Education for the 2011 fiscal 
year. Of the $77.8 billion ear-
marked for the Department of 
Education, almost $35 billion 
will be allocated to the Feder-
al Pell Grant Program.
The budget includes a pro-
vision that fixes the maximum 
Pell Grant amount to the U.S. 
Consumer Price Index plus 1 
percentage point. The index 
establishes the yearly national 
inflation rate.
By indexing the maximum 
grant amount to the index, the 
bill offsets the eroding effect of 
inflation, said Mark Kantrow-
itz, publisher of the FinAid 
Web site and a member of the 
editorial board on the Council 
on Law in Higher Education.
“The new amount isn’t tak-
ing any great strides forward,” 
Kantrowitz said. “It’s main-
taining the status quo, but this 
is still a significant improve-
ment.” 
At the end of this week, UT 
President William Powers Jr. 
will submit a proposal to the 
UT System Board of Regents 
recommending a 3.95-percent 
increase in tuition each year 
for the next two years.
The average cost of tuition 
for a Texas-resident under-
graduate is currently $8,930, 
according to the Office of Man-
agement Information and Anal-
ysis. The proposal stands to in-
crease tuition to $9,347 in the 
2010-11 school year and $9,700 
by 2011-12. The Regents will 
vote on the proposal in March.
The budget would raise the 
maximum Pell  grant award 
f rom $5 ,500  in  2010-11  to 
$5,710 in 2011-12. The tenta-
tive number of UT students 
rece iving the  grant  in  the 
2009-10 academic year was 
9,395, according to Billy Boss-
ier, a UT financial aid coun-
selor and Pell Grant special-
ist. Of those students, near-
ly half qualified for the maxi-
mum amount possible.
“The increase won’t make 
LEAK continues on page 2
HAITI continues on page 2
GRANT continues on page 2
CACTUS continues on page 2
Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff
“Charlie” listens to an interview of his friend Fred Eaglesmith, a 
Canadian alternative-country singer,  in the boiler room of the 
Cactus Cafe on Wednesday afternoon. 
Benefits for need-based 
grant could be nullified 
depending on tuition 
Community patrons must 
look elsewhere for unique 
cardio, dance instruction
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The Texan strives to present all infor-
mation fairly, accurately and complete-
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Gregory Gym, 2101 Speedway
Theft: An Apple iPhone and car-
rying case were stolen from the 
bleachers located next to the bas-
ketball courts on the third floor. 
During the investigation, the of-
ficer learned the former owner of 
the iPhone had been playing bas-
ketball while his property was dis-
covered by a new owner. Loss val-
ue: $255.00. Occurred on: 2-01-10, 
between 9:15 PM and 9:35 PM.
Crime Prevention Tip: On Jan. 20 
we announced what the top five 
items that were most likely to be 
stolen at UT were, and cellular tele-
phones made that list. Since Jan. 
17, there have been seven reported 
thefts from Gregory Gym. Of those 
reported thefts, five wallets and two 
cellular telephones were stolen. The 
majority of thefts occurred on or 
near the basketball courts.
Loose change
Neural & Molecular Science Building, 
2506 Speedway
Burglary of Coin-Operated Ma-
chines: A UT staff member discov-
ered the front door to a feminine 
product dispensing machine ap-
peared to have been forced open and 
both products and money was miss-
ing. During the investigation the of-
ficers learned the feminine product 
machines in the women’s restrooms 
located on the first, third, fourth and 
fifth floors had also been damaged. 
Loss value: Unknown at this time. 
Discovered on: 2-02-10, at 11:53 AM.
Textbook tizzy
Nursing School, 1710 Red River
Criminal Trespass Warning: A 
non-UT subject was reported ap-
proaching students and asking 
them if they were interested in sell-
ing him their textbooks. A sec-
ond report was received where the 
same subject had knocked lightly 
on a professor’s door and was star-
tled to see the professor sitting at 
his desk. Again the subject claimed 
to be buying textbooks. The offi-
cers located the subject and issued 
him a written Criminal Trespass 
Warning. The non-UT subject is 
described as: White male, 24 years 
of age, 6’01” and 175 pounds. Sub-
ject has short brown hair, blue 
eyes, and is clean-shaven. He was 
last seen wearing blue jeans and 
a blue short-sleeve shirt. In addi-
tion to the law enforcement action 
taken, the officers discovered the 
subject was in possession of sev-
en textbooks. Occurred on: 2-02-10, 
at 4:15 PM.
Osmosis misery
Perry-Castaneda Library, 101 E. 21st 
St.
Criminal Trespass Warning: A 
non-UT subject was found studying 
through osmosis facedown with an 
open book, inside a restricted area 
after the library had closed. The 
subject presented the officer with a 
UT ID but was not a currently reg-
istered student or staff member. The 
subject was issued a written Crim-
inal Trespass Warning and was es-
corted from the building. Occurred 
on: 02/03/10 at 2:24 AM.
Compiled by UT Officer Darrell Halstead
campus watchCORRECTION
In Wednesday’s opinion column, 
“Party foul,” Delta Tau Delta’s annual 
party should have been titled the 
“Freedom” party.
The Texan regrets the error.
would have to make budget 
cuts to come up with funds for 
staff raises over the next two 
years. After reviewing the bud-
get, Smith said the Texas Union 
Board decided to close the Cac-
tus Cafe and end the informal 
classes program, which will 
save $122,000 a year to use for 
the raises.
“We basically identified two 
areas in the Union that predom-
inantly didn’t serve students 
but served the local communi-
ty,” Smith said.
He said the informal classes 
were supposed to be self-suffi-
cient, but several years ago they 
began requiring a $106,000 year-
ly subsidy to continue oper-
ating. The subsidy came com-
pletely from income earned by 
the Union, not from students’ 
tuition and fees.
Smith attributed the decrease 
in revenue from the classes to 
the state of the economy, the ris-
ing costs of the classes and com-
petition from other programs.
“It’s a culmination of things,” 
he said. “When people’s discre-
tionary income isn’t there, they 
cut back on things, and this is the 
type of thing they cut back on.”
Burwell has been teaching in-
formal classes since 1986. The 
majority of her students are UT 
faculty and staff because her 
classes are convenient and an in-
expensive alternative to private 
gyms, she said.
Emma Middleton, a student 
of Burwell’s and an administra-
tive associate in the Student Ser-
vices Building, said she has tak-
en informal classes for 11 years 
and is saddened by the classes 
being canceled.
“I felt, ‘Gosh, why? What are 
we going to do?’” Middleton 
said. “It’s been important to me 
because I don’t get to exercise 
anytime other than noon.”
Middleton attends Burwell’s 
class during her lunch hour be-
cause the location and time are 
convenient. She said she plans to 
walk during her lunch hour af-
ter classes end and look for oth-
er programs available in Austin.
Austin Community College 
offers classes similar to UT’s as 
part of its continuing education 
program.
Kirk White, interim dean of 
the program, said the state re-
quires community colleges to of-
fer the program to everyone. He 
expects to see a rise in demand 
as a result of the cancellation of 
UT’s informal classes.
“I think it’s unfortunate to 
see the informal classes close,” 
White said. “I think there’s room 
for both programs in the city, but 
we will certainly do our best to 
pick up where they left off.”
The UT Recreational Sports 
Center also offers fitness classes, 
but the cost for Austin residents 
can reach about $300 per semes-
ter compared to $130 for infor-
mal classes.
Burwell also teaches classes at 
UT’s recreational center, and af-
ter the program ends in August, 
she plans to continue to teach 
classes at the center.
But Burwell said there is at 
least one positive aspect of the 
decision to end the program.
“I’ll have a lot more time to 
work in my print-making stu-
dio,” she said.
haiti: Co-op to track success 
through visual Facebook updates
Classes: ACC may see rise in demand
Grant: Increase in award amount 
attempts to offset inflation rates
“It’s sad to lose integral 
landmarks on campus, but 
they have to cut the budget,” 
Burroughs said.
While nutrition junior Heath-
er McCanna said the decision is 
discouraging, she said she will 
not be directly affected.
“We will lose another one of 
those historical, local venues, 
but I’ve never attended, so it’s 
not heartbreaking to me that 
it’s closing,” McCanna said.
The Save the Cactus Cafe 
group on Facebook had 18,492 
fans as of Wednesday night, 
and state Rep. Elliott Naishtat 
said he supported the effort to 
save the iconic cafe at Tues-
day’s forum.
On Tuesday, the Texas Exes 
Alumni Association proposed 
an  a l ternat ive ,  long- term 
home for the cafe by incor-
porating it into the planned 
expansion of the Etter-Har-
bin Alumni Center across the 
street from the Darrell K Roy-
al-Texas Memorial Stadium, 
but a final decision has yet to 
be made.
ger. AFD left the scene at 5 p.m.
According to the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and 
Health, fluorine is a yellow gas 
that it is not combustible but may 
enhance the combustion of other 
substances. If inhaled, the gas will 
cause a burning sensation result-
ing in coughs, a sore throat, short-
ness of breath and labored breath-
ing. It will cause redness, pain and 
burns on the skin and even deeper 
burns if exposed to the eyes.
“I guess they know what they 
have to do,” said Andreas Ruegg, 
a postdoctoral fellow in the phys-
ics department who was on the 
13th floor of RLM at the time of 
the alarm. “It’s annoying me for 
sure, but I think they are doing the 
right thing.”
The last chemical spill that oc-
curred at RLM was in September, 
when a student dropped a con-
tainer and was subsequently sent 
to the hospital with minor inju-
ries. There was a second chemical 
spill that same evening at the SW7 
psychology and natural sciences 
lab building that was cleared up 
without any injuries.
According to statistics gathered 
from the Office of Environmental 
Health and Safety, after 4,000 lab 
inspections conducted from 2007 
through September 2009, there 
was an average of 1.2 safety defi-
ciencies found in each inspection. 
The inspections are done with a 
30-point checklist, and a deficien-
cy can be cited if any point is not 
met. Deficiencies include not test-
ing an emergency eye-wash sta-
tion within one month of instal-
lation, improper labels on waste 
containers and chemicals stored 
improperly.
“For the most part, you can’t 
work in those kinds of labs with-
out having a certain amount of 
precaution,” said Glenn Suchan, 
a staff member in the purchasing 
department. “There is an awful lot 
of protocol that is followed, and 
that is probably the main reason 




genuine excitement when receiv-
ing brand-new items instead of 
ones that belonged to previous 
owners, Paris said.
“With the terrible tragedy and 
loss the Haitian people have suf-
fered and are still experienc-
ing, we do realize this donation 
may not be [a] very high priority 
for them. However, we all need 
clothing, and this is a small con-
tribution we can make to assist in 
their recovery,” Co-op President 
George H. Mitchell said.
The merchandise is scheduled 
to be shipped Friday. The Co-op 
intends to post photo and video 
updates about the success of the 
donation on its Facebook page.
that big a difference for those 
students receiving the maxi-
mum amount,” Bossier said. 
“Who it helps the most are 
those who get a partial Pell 
Grant.” 
Nora Davidson, a theater 
major with three semesters of 
school left, has had to work at 
least two jobs every summer 
to save for the coming year. 
She also receives a partial Pell 
Grant every semester.
“I think for anyone who 
needs the money, it’s going 
to make a difference,” David-
son said. “If I was going to be 
a freshman when the increase 
starts, it would have a serious 
effect over the course of four 
years.”
The Obama adminis tra-
tion’s push to increase the Pell 
Grant amount marks a depar-
ture from its predecessor ’s 
policies. 
“The Pell  Grant amount 
was not increased once dur-
ing the last four years of the 
Bush administration,” Kan-
trowitz said.
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Don’t get all wound up. 
We have a better option.
Right now, PPD is looking for men and women
for a post-surgical pain relief research study. The
surgery is performed by a board-certified oral
surgeon, and managed through Austin Oral Surgery
Associates by James R. Fricke, Jr. DDS, MSD. 
Financial compensation is provided upon study
completion and the surgery is performed at no cost.
For information, call  462-0492
Need to have your
wisdom teeth
removed?
Do you like pain?...We don’t.
Steve Parker, DDS
314 E. Highland Mall Blvd.
Chris Kimball, DDS
(512) 452 - 9547
• Initial exam + bitewing x-rays 
   on us through February
•  Comforting atmosphere with 
a view
•  Emergencies seen same day
•  Convenient to Campus
•  Third molar removals
•  XM Radio/CDs/DVDs/
Headphones
Health Centered Cosmetic Dentistry
leak: Staff takes precautions 
in handling hazardous items
The Daily Texan
World&NatioNWire Editor: Benjamin Millerwww.dailytexanonline.com Thursday, February 4, 20103
3 W/N
The Cactus Yearbook is soliciting 
nominations for their Outstanding Student 
and Cactus Goodfellow Awards.  For your 
convenience, we have placed the 
nomination forms on the Cactus web page:
  http://www.cactusyearbook.com
 All rules and instuctions are included, so all 
you have to do is either print the nomination 
form from our web page or pick up one at the 
William Randolph Hearst Building (HSM), 
25th and Whitis Ave., Room 3.304.  
 
The deadline for nominations is 
February 26th, 
so send us your applications today.  
Please call 471-1084 for more information.
Recognizing 
extraordinary  UT students  











Northeastern’s MS in Accounting/MBA 
for non-accounting majors:





CHICAGO — Even as ballots 
were still being counted, Gov. 
Pat Quinn claimed victory in the 
Democratic primary.
Election officials were scram-
bling to count ballots, including 
absentee ones and paper ones 
from 13 precincts in suburban 
Cook County that didn’t proper-
ly transmit Tuesday. Though the 
margin was less than 1 percent, 
Quinn claimed victory anyway.
But as of Wednesday morn-
ing, Hynes wasn’t ready to con-
cede the race, said his spokes-
man, Matt McGrath, adding that 
the campaign’s focus now was to 
ensure all ballots are counted.
Even Cook County Clerk David 
Orr said it was too soon to tell.
“Every vote that is out there 
is important because the races 
are so close,” he said. “We have 
no choice but to go through this 
very careful and hopefully trans-
parent process.”
Quinn said precincts where 
votes haven’t been counted are 
strongly behind him. He con-
gratulated Hynes on running a 
well-organized campaign but 
said he wouldn’t ask his oppo-
nent to concede.
With Republican gubernato-
rial candidates also in a near-
deadlock, Quinn said he had no 
preference for his possible No-
vember opponent. He said he 
likes GOP state Sens. Bill Brady 
and Kirk Dillard personally, call-
ing them “nice guys.”
Brady and Dillard, along with 
businessman Andy McKenna, 
were within about a percentage 
point of one another.
Tuesday’s primary did decide 
the field in the race for the U.S. 
Senate seat held by Obama un-
til his presidential victory. Dem-
ocrat Alexi Giannoulias will face 
five-term U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk.
The inconclusive results in the 
governor’s races postpones the 
GOP push to retake the gover-
nor’s office.
The Hynes camp said Tuesday 
that with absentee ballots, tens of 
thousands of votes remained to 
be counted.
“If democracy means any-
thing, it means we need to count 
all the votes,” Hynes said. “All 
the votes.”
One or both of the governor 
races could wind up going to a 
recount. Illinois law doesn’t re-
quire re-counts in close races, so 
the candidates would have to de-




BEIJING — Ni hao — hello — 
Mei Lan! Chinese zookeepers are 
advertising for a tutor to teach 
Chinese to an American-born gi-
ant panda arriving this week in 
her parents’ homeland.
The language lessons, a special 
diet and even blind dates are also 
part of the red-carpet welcome 
being rolled out for 3-year-old 
Mei Lan, or Beautiful Orchid, by 
Chinese caretakers ahead of her 
arrival Friday on a special FedEx 
flight from the U.S.
Under a deal between China 
and the U.S., all giant pandas orig-
inally from China are only lent out 
to foreign zoos for scientific study 
for several years. They and any 
cubs they produce must all return 
to China eventually.
Determined to help Mei Lan 
adapt more quickly to her new 
life, the caretakers at her new 
home, the Chengdu Panda Breed-
ing Research Center in the south-
western province of Sichuan, are 
recruiting a language teacher via 
the Internet. 
The center has set up a Web 
site on the popular Internet por-
tal Sina.com for Mei Lan, detail-
ing the qualifications for a volun-
teer teacher: a bachelor’s degree 
or higher, no history of infectious 
disease and good command of 
both English and Chinese.
Then, her caretakers hope to in-
troduce her to a potential mate.
Panda fans are being asked to 
help choose a “boyfriend” for 
Mei Lan.
The Web page set up for her in-
troduces eight prospective can-
didates. It includes short videos 
of the potential suitors in action, 
usually munching on bamboo, 
and asks voters to choose the most 
compatible based on their appear-
ance and behavior.
Governor claims primary win
M. Spencer Green | Associated Press
Rudy Patitucci, a campaign worker for Democratic Illinois State Comptroller primary candidate Raja Krishnamoothi, goes over results of pre-




Mei Lan, the 
only giant 
panda cub 
to be born in 
a U.S. zoo in 
2006, is shown 
at Zoo Atlanta 
in Atlanta, Ga. 
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VIEWPOINT GALLERY
Ways to save the Cactus Cafe
Most people are aware of layoffs and tuition increases to fund targeted raises at UT, 
among other things, but they either feel they can’t do much about it or feel it doesn’t affect 
them directly. But when informal classes — which serve thousands of residents outside of 
UT — get axed, and when the Cactus Cafe — which has names like Lyle Lovett and words 
like “internationally renowned” attached to it by adoring fans — has its doors closed, every-
body wants a pitchfork and a turn at the microphone.
Before those rambunctious and rightfully pissed populists rise up in arms against this 
editorial, let’s be clear about what is not being said. This editorial is not in support of clos-
ing down the Cactus Cafe. The decision to close the Cactus Cafe under the not-so-clever 
guise of “trimming fat from the budget” is not culturally or financially responsible. If the Tex-
as Union Board and the UT administration is concerned about the Cafe being constantly in 
the red, they should adopt plans to make it more relevant to students and ultimately profit-
able. The cafe in its current state essentially represents an unappreciated investment — full 
of potential to be self-sustaining, but generally neglected in attention. You don’t just close 
down your promising investments. 
Along those lines, this editorial does not find the miniscule amount of money saved from 
cutting informal classes to outweigh the losses students and community members will in-
cur from their demise. These classes benefit students and the community, as well as peo-
ple like them — just try signing up for an interesting course more than a day or two after 
registration opens. You won’t get a spot. Just like one of the core purposes of the University 
states, these classes generally provide a service not found in the area and improve the qual-
ity of life of the people of Texas. 
But let’s look at this in perspective.
The University has been undergoing harsh changes for a while now. Not every student 
may be aware of it (with all these closed meetings, who would expect them to), but these 
changes directly affect them. From the amount they pay to the sizes of their classes to the 
classes offered in general to who teaches those classes, every student will be affected. 
President William Powers Jr.’s town hall meeting was dominated by nonstudents out-
raged at the idea of closing the 31-year-old Cactus Cafe and, to a lesser extent, getting rid of 
informal classes. While the peculiarly timed announcement may have been a clever distrac-
tion from current issues, the meeting was really meant to continue discussing budget issues 
and Powers’ final tuition recommendation to the Board of Regents. Yes, those are still press-
ing issues. Instead of conversation about an explanation of these issues, we got a 30-minute 
overextension to hear how upset locals are that a piece of Austin culture would be pushed 
to the wayside just like that. 
Meanwhile, 98 UT employees have been let go in five months. Ninety-eight human be-
ings. And more to come, undoubtedly. State Representative Elliott Naishtat, to thundering 
approval, says he wants to “work together to save these iconic programs,” according to the 
Austin American-Statesman. But how many people, how many elected officials are working 
to save the already underpaid members of the staff and faculty who contribute to the com-
munity through what they offer at the University? The University contributes more than just 
a small folk-music venue to Austin. Simply because you cannot buy a ticket to watch a pro-
fessor give a lecture does not mean what they offer en masse isn’t equally as valuable, if not 
more. This isn’t a false dilemma; one does not have to choose between supporting students 
and faculty or a bar on the edge of campus. UT has supported the community, and the com-
munity needs to support UT — but not just when it seems convenient. Be vocal, always.
                                                                        — Jeremy Burchard for the editorial board
FIRING LINES
E-mail your Firing Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.com. Let-
ters must be fewer than 300 words. The Texan reserves the right 
to edit all submissions for brevity, clarity and liability.
LEGALESE
Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan are not necessari-
ly those of the UT administration, the Board of Regents or the 
Texas Student Media Board of Operating Trustees. 
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As we all know, the Cactus Cafe has 
a culturally and historically storied 
past. Many of the greats got their start 
here on the UT campus. This, however, 
is no justification for keeping the ven-
ue open during dire economic times if 
it is a financial liability. For many rea-
sons, the Cactus Cafe is not self-sus-
tainable in its present form. The sug-
gestions offered here will focus both on 
keeping the Cactus Cafe profitable for 
the University as well as relevant to the 
student body.
One of the University’s primary crit-
icisms is that the Cactus Cafe is large-
ly used by nonstudents. There are sev-
eral ways to change this, and most 
are simple:
Advertising and marketing
The University of Texas is under-
standably uncomfortable promoting a 
venue that serves alcohol to students; 
thus, advertisements of the cafe are not 
allowed on campus. Alcohol, however, 
is not and never has been at the cen-
ter of the Cactus Cafe’s mission. This 
is not a place where people go to “par-
ty.” It is, as noted earlier, a respected 
live-music venue that is readily con-
sidered the best listening room in the 
entire state of Texas. The University 
has not explored ways to allow the es-
tablishment to advertise those aspects. 
Recognizable images and names sell, 
and the Cactus Cafe is awash with 
marketable elements. The problem is 
that most students on campus have 
no idea the cafe exists, a problem eas-
ily rectifiable by posters and ads pro-
moting live music, landmark historical 
site, microbrews, Fair Trade coffee, lo-
cal organic food and so on. The Cac-
tus Cafe has the potential to draw not 
only students,but tourists as well.
Improving food and beverage  
selection
Although the Cactus Cafe has aged 
with grace, the same cannot be said of 
its food and beverages. Several years 
ago, the Texas Union opened a Star-
bucks just next door, and the quali-
ty of their product is vastly superior 
to the coffee that has been served in 
the Cactus Cafe for decades. The cafe 
can easily offer better quality coffee, 
such as Fair Trade, and other local 
snacks. A primary difficulty in or-
dering from local vendors, however, 
is parking. Until several years ago, 
vendors were able to park and un-
load on the loading dock behind the 
cafe. When that policy was sudden-
ly changed, vendors sought parking 
wherever they could and were often 
cited by police. A $25 parking tick-
et vastly offsets a $10 delivery of ba-
gels. Surely the University can ac-
commodate local vendors in the in-
terest of drawing more revenue.
Introducing more diverse and  
pertinent performers
As noted above, the Cactus Cafe 
has been voted time and again as 
“The Best Live Music Venue in Aus-
tin.” Many performers, however, 
do not draw crowds and are of lit-
tle interest to students. Therefore I 
suggest involving students in the 
music selection via UT’s own stu-
dent-run radio station 91.7 KVRX 
(and its Austin community counter-
part KOOP) in much the same way 
that KGSR and KUT already are in-
volved. KVRX should have a stron-
ger presence in the only music club 
on campus. 
Moreover, the cafe should not limit 
itself to folk singer/songwriters almost 
exclusively. Much good music is per-
formed at the cafe, but there are scores 
of folk acts that attract only a hand-
ful of baby boomers. I do not suggest 
barring these groups entirely from the 
cafe, but merely limiting the number 
of times they can perform during the 
year. It is students who have their ear 
to the contemporary music scene, and 
their tastes and views should be con-
sidered. There is a profusion of groups 
performing acoustically in genres as 
varied as jazz, rock, indie, metal and 
so on. 
More reasonable alcohol options
Remove the items that do not sell 
from the shelves. In addition, intro-
duce more high-caliber products as 
well a few popular low-caliber ones. 
Although the cafe boasts a few excel-
lent bottled brews and liquors, its as-
sortment of draught beers and wine 
is less than noteworthy in both quan-
tity and quality. Not only do micro-
brews and imports sell well, they are 
also vital in establishing a safe drink-
ing environment. Rarely does one 
buy high-quality beer to binge drink. 
I realize, however, that many stu-
dents cannot afford the pricier beer 
(some, alas, cannot even appreciate 
the taste); therefore, I suggest offer-
ing in addition lower-priced popular 
beer such as PBR.
Accept payment with credit and 
debit cards
It is currently a cash-only es-
tablishment, which is fine for the 
more financially secure, typical-
ly older customers. But the cafe 
often turns away younger stu-
dents who can get their chips, tea 
and coffee at the Starbucks around 
the corner without ever having to 
handle cash.
The Cactus Cafe is worth preserv-
ing. To close its doors would be not 
only a grave loss for the greater Aus-
tin community and University stu-
dent body but also an imprudent fi-
nancial decision. There is much po-
tential for increased earnings at the 
cafe. The University has spent scant 
time and resources exploring ways of 
making the Cactus Cafe better. I be-
lieve that with the assistance of the 
administration, the student body and 
the entire Austin community, the best 
of the Cactus Cafe is yet to come.
Erin  Hazel is a  UT alum and former  Cactus Cafe employee.
Of all the gin joints in all the towns in 
all the world, they had to cut the budget 
of mine. 
Recent proposals by the Texas Union to 
close down the iconic Cactus Cafe have 
drawn widespread criticism from stu-
dents and area residents alike. The on-
campus bar has been a live-music venue 
for 30 years and is considered an Austin 
landmark. For those Austinites attempting 
to keep the city weird, losing the Cactus 
Cafe is just one more step down the paved 
road to normalcy. 
As much as it stings, budget cuts should 
be a common feeling by now. Govern-
ment-supported groups across the state 
have been forced to make tough decisions 
after Gov. Perry asked state agencies to 
submit proposals to cut their budgets by 5 
percent for the next year. 
Speaking of bars, it will be interesting 
to see what kind of cuts one state agency 
plans to make. The Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission is the regulatory agen-
cy tasked with controlling the production, 
distribution and sale of all types of alco-
hol in the state. While initially created as a 
regulatory force whose primary responsi-
bilities were quality control and licensing, 
the agency’s scope has changed drastical-
ly since its inception to include operations 
that fall under the blanket term of “pub-
lic safety.” Today, the commission acts as a 
quasi-police force with statewide jurisdic-
tion to conduct raids, sting operations and 
other independent investigations. Spend 
a weekend night in West Campus, and 
you’re sure to see its unmarked Crown 
Victoria patrolling the streets hoping to 
make an arrest. 
However, that broadening of the agen-
cy’s scope, coupled with its zeal for pro-
tecting the public from itself, hasn’t come 
without its episodes. In the past year alone 
a variety of major incidents have put the 
commission in the headlines for all the 
wrong reasons. In Feb. 2009, the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality 
said the alcohol regulatory agency violat-
ed environmental laws while disposing of 
some 57,500 bottles of beer and 11,355 bot-
tles of wine following a raid.
The following June, the agency tempo-
rarily halted sting operations after an of-
ficer was arrested on charges of sexually 
assaulting a minor who had been work-
ing for the agency in one of its under-
age stings. The agency has since resumed 
said operations. 
That same month, the agency drew 
national attention following a raid on 
the Rainbow Lounge, a gay club in Fort 
Worth. The timing of the raid piqued inter-
est. It came on the 40th anniversary of the 
infamous Stonewall Riots in New York, 
which sparked protests from gay rights 
groups and are widely viewed as the start 
of the modern gay rights movement. Dur-
ing the raid, police made several arrests, 
with one of the suspects receiving a severe 
head injury while in police custody. The 
injury was so substantial that the man re-
mained in intensive care for several days. 
While some gay rights groups claimed the 
club was an intentional target, an inter-
nal review by the commission found that 
its agent had not used excessive force in 
the raids. 
Perhaps the most disturbing incident in 
recent history occurred in August, when 
three agents were involved in a shooting 
that left one Austin man dead. The details 
surrounding the shooting have been con-
tested, but certain aspects highlight a dis-
turbing side of the agency and its ever-
broadening propensity to use force. 
In the early hours of Aug. 16, Austin po-
lice pursued a speeding truck before call-
ing off the chase, as department policy re-
quires. Two agents in the area continued 
to search for the vehicle, eventually find-
ing the truck and following it to the Long-
horn Landing apartment complex. Agents 
left their car with guns drawn and, when 
the suspect continued to operate his vehi-
cle, opened fire, citing an immediate threat 
to their lives. 
When the gunfire stopped, 25-year-old 
Steven Lunt had been shot three times in 
the head; he died Sept. 2. A grand jury in-
vestigation revealed the two officers had 
fired a combined 19 shots at the suspect. 
They had followed the suspect in an un-
marked car, had not used their police si-
rens or lights and had approached the 
car in civilian clothing with guns drawn. 
However, the subsequent investigation 
found that agents had not acted illegal-
ly. Not the type of actions one would ex-
pect from an agency created to dole out 
liquor licenses. 
The commission’s budget has grown 
in step with its widening and seeming-
ly limitless powers and assumed respon-
sibilities. If Perry is truly concerned with 
cutting needless spending, then perhaps 
he should look to this unpopular agency 
and its $48 million operating budget. Or 
maybe not. Commission chair Jose Cue-
vas, a Perry appointee, drew fire last Octo-
ber after soliciting campaign contributions 
for the governor from bar and restaurant 
owners — the same constituents he is em-
powered to regulate. 
In these tough economic times, Tex-
ans need to focus intense scrutiny on just 
what we spend our money on, especial-
ly when important services like education 
and infrastructure are being threatened. 
It’s time to take the teeth out of an agen-
cy that hasn’t learned not to bite the hand 
that feeds it. 
Player is a Plan II junior. 





Did anyone honestly think that Liam 
O’Rourke really thought about the stu-
dent body or anyone but himself when 
he ran for SG president?  I can commend 
him for going after what he wants in a 
career and using his experiences here 
to bolster his resume.  But, if he’s going 
to tell me, as a student, that he and the 
Union Board did “the best [they] could 
with [their] information,” then I’m going 
to go ahead and call his bluff.  
This is a personal challenge to 
O’Rourke:  I want to know exactly what 
your “best” was, and what information 
you used to arrive at that decision.  Let’s 
see that dialogue you talked about when 
you got yourself elected.  If this situation 
isn’t more fuel for the “Abolish Student 




Defending the Texas Union Board
As a former ex-officio member of 
the Texas Union Board of Directors, 
elected by the students, and as a former 
Daily Texan columnist I feel the need to 
respond to the charges levied against the 
Union board in Wednesday’s editorial 
“Viewpoint: Shut Out.”
Let me begin by assuring you I, too, am 
fairly bummed about the closing of the 
Cactus Cafe as I have fond memories of 
listening to David Garza there and other-
wise just having somewhere close to go to 
grab a drink. More than anywhere I lived 
in Austin, no place felt more like home 
than the Texas Union, and the Cactus 
Cafe is certainly part of that home.
Unfortunately, if cuts have to be made 
it’s hard to argue we’d rather use student 
money to preserve something utilized by 
Austinites more than by students than 
save student programming, people’s jobs 
or access to the Union. Those were the 
choices the board had, and they made the 
right one. As great as the Cactus Cafe is, 
seeing someone like Maya Angelou or 
former president Bill Clinton speak for 
free is more important. Having students 
learn from planning big events is  
more important. 
Sadly, the editorial wasn’t attacking the 
decision so much as the process, portray-
ing the board as lackeys for the adminis-
tration. As much as this is a favorite Daily 
Texan editorial plot device, it’s simply not 
true. First, the viewpoint conflates Vice 
President Gonzales’ statements with the 
Board’s view. This is more than a  
little misleading.
Second, the editorial makes it appear 
the board is appointed by the administra-
tion without any democratic voice. Let 
me set things straight: the Texas Union 
Board has only three voting members out 
of nine, all faculty members, appointed 
by the UT President. The Student Events 
Center president and SG president, both 
elected, serve ex officio. Two students are 
elected at large. And the student-elected 
SG president appoints two more mem-
bers to serve two-year terms. 
Third, as I’ve learned firsthand from 
the Taco Bell Tomato Controversy of 2004, 
students and community members do 
have access to the Union Board, to the 
meetings, and are free to come and have 
their voices heard. You might not like a 
decision, but this doesn’t mean something 
is suddenly undemocratic.
Do cutbacks blow? Totally. But hap-
hazardly conflating all you don’t like 
about the UT Administration, the budget 
process and SG with the Union Board 
because you disagree with them is like 
getting mad at your Italian professor 
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ADVERTISEMENT
Come again another day
By Katherine Noble
Daily Texan Staff
After Hurricane Katrina rav-
aged the Gulf Coast on Aug. 29, 
2005, Austin residents’ aid over-
shadowed government response, 
according to a social work pro-
fessor’s research.
At the School of Social Work 
on Wednesday, Holly Bell pre-
sented data that evaluated Aus-
tin’s long-term response to hur-
ricane evacuees. Six UT research-
ers, including Bell, collected and 
analyzed the data for the four 
years following the hurricane. 
The researchers found that vol-
unteer efforts immediately fol-
lowing the hurricane successful-
ly aided displaced New Orleans 
residents at the Austin Conven-
tion Center before government 
aid arrived.
Although Houston served 
as the main evacuation loca-
tion for most New Orleans res-
idents, Austin became the 16th 
largest evacuation site for those 
displaced by Hurricane Katrina. 
The government shuttled more 
than 4,200 New Orleans resi-
dents to the Austin Convention 
Center, and another estimated 
8,000 evacuated to Austin.
“After Katrina, the United 
States is at a crossroads in de-
ciding the relative roles of [local 
aid] as opposed to the efforts of 
the state,” Bell said.
In September 2005, the re-
searchers began studying relief ef-
forts of government agencies, reli-
gious and nonprofit organizations 
and informal social networks in 
response to the hurricane. 
Although local organizations 
raised $5 million to help those 
at the Austin Convention Cen-
ter, volunteer efforts became 
discouraged when government 
aid through Federal Emergency 
Management Agency failed to 
step in and distribute the allot-
ted $19 billion to evacuees dur-
ing the 18 months after the hur-
ricane, Bell said.
Austinites offered aid in-
dependent of formal organi-
zations to those at the Austin 
Convention Center, but evac-
uees’ long-term needs, includ-
ing housing, transportation, ed-
ucation and employment, could 
not be met through local relief 
efforts alone, she said. 
“Most residents were left in 
a semipermanent state of lim-
bo because they couldn’t af-
ford Austin rent long-term with-
out FEMA assistance,” Bell said. 
“Katrina proved that [govern-
ment] response does not always 
focus on the needs of the most 
vulnerable citizens.”
Bell, like many of the other re-
searchers, began as a volunteer 
at the Austin Convention Center 
days after the hurricane, helping 
to serve the evacuees’ various, 
immediate needs. This volunteer 
effort grew into a desire for deep-
er research, she said, and she in-
terviewed 98 relief providers and 
71 evacuees from different eco-
nomic and ethnic backgrounds.
She said cultural differences 
between New Orleans commu-
nities and Austin communities 
challenged the ability of evac-
uees to assimilate comfortably 
into their temporary home. Also, 
many did not have connections 
in Austin.
“Many social networks were 
broken up during the evacua-
tion, and evacuees weren’t able 
to find mutual aid and connec-
tions in Austin,” she said.
Austin’s housing crisis at the 
time of the hurricane provided 
challenges for evacuees to find 
housing, Bell said. Many evacu-
ees struggled to find jobs because 
most of those who remained in 
Austin could not find jobs to 
match their skill sets, she said.
Bell said despite government 
shortcomings regarding long-
term aid, she discovered through 
interviews that most Austin 
evacuees maintained positive at-
titudes toward and appreciation 
for Austin’s generosity.
“Long-term federal investment 
is most important to aid those af-
fected by disasters,” she said. 
“This made Katrina a unique 
historical event calling on both 
civil society and state aid in un-
usual ways.”
Charity efforts outdo 
federal aid, report says
By Destinee Hodge
Daily Texan Staff
Gender bias may be prevent-
able in the classroom by minimiz-
ing stereotypes of gender roles, 
according to a UT researcher.
Psychology professor Rebec-
ca Bigler presented the findings 
of her study Wednesday on how 
children interpret gender and ra-
cial inequality.
The study was an attempt to 
learn about how children devel-
op stereotypes and how to reverse 
the processes that enforce biases 
about race and gender.
“My research suggests you 
shouldn’t label because the kids 
will stereotype,” Bigler said.  “It’s 
really simple when you think 
about it. In the case of race, you 
would see how stereotyping 
would get worse if I came in and 
said, ‘Good morning, black and 
Latino children,’ but why don’t 
we see a problem with always 
saying ‘boys and girls?’”
Bigler, director of the Universi-
ty’s Gender and Racial Attitudes 
lab, found that both boys and girls 
saw being male as a societal ad-
vantage. American children iden-
tify success with being male be-
cause of the enforcement of gen-
der roles in the classroom, accord-
ing to her research.
“When we asked the kids why 
there were no female presidents, 
a lot of times they answered, ‘Be-
cause boys are smarter,’” she said.
Bigler said in her speech that 
American society does a good job 
of letting children know about 
the existence of racial prejudice 
but fails to highlight the gender-
equality issues.
“Women’s issues don’t have 
the prominence of race issues,” 
she said.  “Every kid that we in-
terviewed in our study in the 8 
to 11 age range knew who Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was, [but] none 
of them really knew any gender-
equality activists.”
The UT community could get 
involved by joining organizations 
that promote equality and allow 
for volunteer opportunities, Big-
ler said.
Equality Texas is a nonprofit or-
ganization based in Austin that 
lobbies in government and creates 
social awareness of gender-equali-
ty issues. The organization aims to 
advocate ending gender inequali-
ty, said Chuck Smith, the organi-
zation’s deputy director.
By explaining to children the 
country’s history in a clear man-
ner, the development of biases can 
be prevented, she said.
“We have to be honest about 
our history of excluding peo-
ple,” she said. “And then we just 
have to figure out what’s the best 
way to tell kids that in a way that 
doesn’t depress them but makes 
them want to fight for fairness.”
Bigler asked her audience some 
of her research questions to com-
pare the audience’s responses 
with the responses of the children 
in the study.
“I loved it,” said  Jamie Doak, a 
Plan II and women’s and gender 
studies senior after the speech. 
“It was fantastic. I’m going to be 
a teacher next year with Teach 
for America, so it was really rele-
vant.”
Gender inequity is at the heart 
of the larger societal issues that 
not only the United States but also 
the world faces, Bigler said.
“In order to solve the world’s 
problems, women have to be treat-
ed equally,” she said. “They have 
to be involved in government and 
business. If you just let men run 
things, it’s the recipe for disaster, 
and it is morally and ethically un-
acceptable.”
Bigler has been teaching and 
researching at the University for 
more than 18 years. Her presenta-
tion was part of a series of events 
hosted by the Center for Women’s 
and Gender Studies.
Study shows impact of gender stereotypes on children
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Hicks was one of Texas’ biggest gets 
and bucked Mack Brown’s trend of re-
cruiting largely in state. Could be the 
best pass rusher in the nation and make 






The son of former Dallas Cowboys de-
fensive lineman, Jim Jeffcoat could have 
even a brighter future than his dad. 
Should help ease the loss of Sergio Kin-
dle at defensive end.
Five-star recruits ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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SIDELINE
NCAA Men’s Top 25
No. 1 Kansas 72
Colorado 66 F/OT
No. 21 Pittsburgh 51
No. 6 West Virginia 70
South Florida 72
No. 8 Georgetown 64
Duquesne 60
No. 17 Temple 76
Penn State 62
No. 18 Ohio State 75
Mississippi State 72
No. 20 Vanderbilt 75
Wichita State 56
No. 22 Northern Iowa 59
Iowa State 63
No. 24 Baylor 84
NCAA Women’s Top 25
No. 11 Oklahoma State 67
No. 4 Nebraska 88
No. 7 Xavier 72
George Washington 56
Missouri 55
No. 10 Texas A&M 65
No. 23 Texas 75
No. 13 Oklahoma 57
No 17 Baylor 65
Kansas State 47
Texas Tech 48





































 There was no hesitation, no 
semblance of pause or look of 
worry on Gary Johnson’s face as 
he received a pass about five feet 
from the basket with Texas down 
late in the first half at Oklahoma 
State.
The 6-foot-6 power forward 
didn’t even pause to consider his 
options. Instead, he slashed to the 
inside where he slipped between 
Marshall Moses and Fred Gulley 
and drew a foul while he sank a 
layup.
One completed free throw lat-
er, Texas was down by just 7. The 
3-point play was pivotal in cutting 
OSU’s lead before halftime and, 
ultimately, the Longhorn’s win.
The move isn’t exactly common 
for Johnson, who is in his third 
season on the team but only now 
coming into his own as a scorer. 
Johnson has added a hook shot 
and short jumper to his repertoire, 
and he insists that those are only a 
taste of what’s to come.
“I bring a low-post presence,” 
Johnson said. “That scoring is go-
ing to be key for us.”
Johnson is also a constant threat 
on the pick and roll. Twice against 
Baylor he scored assisted layups 
from J’Covan Brown after set-
ting screens near the elbow for the 
freshman guard.
On defense, the undersized 
Johnson intimidates no one, but 
that might change soon. He uses 
footwork and solid fundamentals 
to force opponents to their weak 
side, where he knows he has help 
from the likes of Dexter Pittman 
and Damion James.
And because of his stature, the 
Texas offense can’t flow through 
him as it does with Pittman, so 
Johnson gets his points from of-
fensive rebounds and clean-up 
duty. It’s a role he relishes.
“Coach tells me to look for my 
shots, to be patient,” Johnson said. 
“That being said, I’m not the first 
or second option in our offense. I 
know my job.”
As Johnson has matured, his 
production has gone up. He’s 
third on the team in rebound-
ing and fifth in scoring this year, 
with 4.7 rebounds and 8.1 points 
per game. He’s even better in con-
ference play, averaging 9.3 points 
and 5.7 rebounds — nearly twice 
what he put up as a freshman in 
2008.
“I just want to be a role-play-
er for this team,” Johnson said. 
“When I don’t bring it, that’s 
when things go bad.”
Of course, it wasn’t supposed to 
be this way.
Johnson wasn’t meant to be a 
reserve or come off the bench for 
anybody. He starred at Aldine 
High School, on the north side of 
Houston, averaging 26 points and 
13 rebounds as a senior.
He was the state’s Gatorade 
By Michael Sherfield
Daily Texan Staff
The Texas football team is No. 
2 again, but this time it’s a good 
thing. 
A month after losing the BCS 
Championship game and the 
subsequent national rankings, 
the Longhorns signed the second-
best recruiting class in the nation, 
as ranked by rivals.com and ESPN, 
finishing behind Florida.
The class became official 
Wednesday, National Signing 
Day, and was marked by two 
important, late commitments. 
Jackson Jeffcoat, the second-
ranked player in the nation at 
defensive end out of Plano, Tex-
as and Jordan Hicks, an outside 
linebacker from Ohio — just the 
second commitment from that 
state in Texas history — both 
verbally committed last week.
Jeffcoat decided against play-
ing with his father, who coach-
es at Houston and played for 
the Dallas Cowboys and Buffa-
lo Bills. Hicks, the top-ranked 
linebacker in the nation, re-es-
tablished a connection with Tex-
as strength coach Jeff Madden, 
who had worked with Hicks for 
years and was a family friend.
Jeffcoat, Hicks highlight 
Texas’ 2010 recruiting class
Johnson’s role on team 
different than expected
Sara Young | Daily Texan Staff 
Junior Gary Johnson guards against an in-bounds pass during the 
UC-Irvine game earlier this season. Johnson’s career at Texas almost 
never happened, though, because of a heart condition.
MEN’S BASKETBALLFOOTBALL
Lauren Gerson | Daily Texan Staff 
Head coach Mack Brown smiles during a press conference announcing Texas’ recruiting class. The class is 
considered one of the best in the country.
GARY  continues on page 8
Nine Longhorns to participate 
in US Volleyball tryouts
Penn State isn’t the only team to 
notice how good Texas was this year.
After pushing the Nittany Li-
ons to five sets in the champion-
ship match in December, the US 
Volleyball team has come calling.
Nine current Longhorns will try-
out for a chance to be on the 2010 
national team. Juniors Juliann Fauc-
ette and Jennifer Doris; sophomores 
Michelle Kocher, Amber Rober-
son, and Sydney Yogi; freshmen 
Sha’Dare McNeal, Bailey Webster 
and Hannah Allison, who is in her 
first semester at Texas; will all be 
representing Texas at the tryout.
Faucette was named to the all-tour-
nament team for Final Four tourna-
ment for the national championship.
Texas is one of 80 colleges 
sending over 170 athletes. The 
tryouts are for the U.S. nation-
al team, but those not selected for 
the national team will be invited 
to play for the Senior A2.
Former Longhorn, Destinee 
Hooker, who is playing profession-
al volleyball in Korea for GS Caltex, 
took a semester off two years ago to 











in Texas’ second 
win in a row 




Horns take down Oklahoma in Norman
By Sameer Bhuchar
Daily Texan Staff
The women’s basketball 
team may have been playing 
deep in enemy territory, but it 
played as if it owned Oklaho-
ma’s Lloyd Noble Center.
No. 17 Texas’ checklist for 
victory demanded that they 
stop No. 13 Oklahoma’s sharp-
shooters, dominate the boards 
and never let up on the gas. It 
left Norman, Okla., with a big 
check in all categories. Enter-
ing the game, the Longhorn 
defense was focused on slow-





two are ranked 
ninth and 13th 
in scoring in 
the Big 12, re-
spectively, but 
the Longhorns 
were  ready. 




a l  a v e r a g e 
of nearly 31 
points, though Robinson saw 
limited playing time because of 
fouls.
“We were fortunate to get 
Robinson in foul trouble,” said 
senior Earnesia Williams. “We 
continued to take it to her so 
she could get more fouls and 
sit on the bench.”
The Longhorns also knew the 
Sooners were vulnerable when 
out-rebounded. Texas grabbed 
10 more rebounds than Okla-
homa, dropping the Sooners to 
1-5 in games in which they lose 
the battle of the boards. They 
are 14-0 when controlling the 
glass.
The final piece of the puzzle 
was to keep pushing forward, 
and Texas did just that. Though 
Oklahoma had multiple runs, 
Texas took the lead early and 
never looked back. It shot an 
impressive 50 percent from the 
field and 84 percent from the 
free-throw line.
Ashleigh Fontenette and Brit-
tainey Raven led the Longhorns 
in scoring with 21 points and 
17 points, respectively. Even 
when the Soon-
ers cut the lead 
to single dig-
its in the sec-
ond half, Tex-
as stayed the 
course by mak-
ing cuts and 
running  the 
floor to ensure 
easy points.
“You know, 
[ O k l a h o m a ] 
made their runs 
in the second 
half,  but we 
kept our poise, 
we stayed calm, we stuck to-
gether, and then we went on 
our own runs,” Williams said. 
“That’s just what you have to 
do on away games and every 
game.”
Williams, an Oklahoma na-
tive, said she was energized by 
having her friends and family 
attend the game.
“I had about 15 to 20 peo-
ple come support me. It felt 
WIN  continues on page 8
‘‘We were fortunate to get Robinson in foul trouble. We continued 
to take it to her so she 
could get more fouls 
and sit on the bench.”
 — Earnesia Williams
senior
RECRUIT  continues on page 8




Texas lost three receivers to 
graduation and transfers, so Da-
vis will have an opportunity to play 





Scouts project him as a run-
stopping outside linebacker or a 
quick defensive end. Think Sergio 




Brings a dangerous combination 
of speed and size to the receiving 





Rivals.com compares him to for-
mer Longhorn Brian Orakpo in his 
hustle and potential — most impor-




Only concern is recovery from a 
shoulder injury. He’s been cleared 




Already enrolled at Texas, Wood 
has prototypical quarterback size 
with great scrambling ability (4.6 





A bit undersized for a tackle, but 
his athleticism could enable him to 




Local product projects to be a 




Athletic build with potential to 
put on more bulk. Could see play-




Brings a lot of speed to the 
Longhorns (4.4 40-yard dash). Led 




The quickest of Texas’ lineback-










Played quarterback in high 
school but will likely transition 





Defensive end brings combi-
nation of size and athleticism and 
could serve as a run-stuffing end 




Three-sport athlete in high 





Will compete with Christian 





Played quarterback in high 
school and will likely move to ei-




Finished high school as all-
time state leader in touchdowns 





Lanky with a huge wingspan. Tex-
as wants to use the high school re-
ceiver at tight end a la Dan Buckner.




Talented corner was recruited 
by Oklahoma, Notre Dame, Florida 




The name says it all. McCoy has 
huge shoes to fill but won’t be 
forced onto the field right away like 







Three-star recruits ★ ★ ★ ☆ ☆





LEARN HOW TO SWIM
Aquatic classes are open to currently enrolled UT students and
 RecSports members. Register online or in GRE 2.204.
www.utrecsports.org
COACHED SWIM
Player of the Year and ranked as 
one of the top prospects in his 
position nationally. He was the 
brightest star in Texas’ 2007 re-
cruiting class and was once de-
scribed by former Texas A&M 
coach Billy Gillispie as “a beast,” 
someone who could completely 
dominate the lane.
Johnson was also a Jordan All-
American, a unanimous all-state 
selection, a son of fortune blessed 
by both physical size and remark-
able talent. But all of that changed 
in the summer of 2007 when he 
was diagnosed with a heart con-
dition prior to his first collegiate 
season.
Doctors told him he might not 
play basketball ever again. John-
son was depressed and uncer-
tain about a future that had once 
looked so bright.
But somehow, the work eth-
ic that had served him so well on 
the court seemed to benefit him 
off it. After six months of tests and 
medication, doctors cleared John-
son to play, and he started against 
TCU on Jan. 2, 2008, to the tune of 
5 points and five rebounds.
Johnson is no longer the timid 
freshman who settles for the oc-
casional layup. He’s only play-
ing a little more than eight min-
utes a game, which is a source of 
frustration for the big man, but he 
has his eyes set on March and the 
NCAA tournament.
“It’s been hard,” Johnson said. 
“But the motivation is winning.”
Nowadays, despite improve-
ments on offense, Johnson is 
known more for his blue-col-
lar attitude than his shot. He de-
scribed recent practices at Cooley 
Pavilion as “brutal,” after a string 
of losses.
“Coach has been real tough on 
us,” he said.
But Johnson wouldn’t have 
it any other way. He’s healthy, 
only taking one aspirin a day to 
subdue the ever-present aches 
caused by Division I basketball, 
and he’s going to the hoop hard-
er than ever.
“I’ve always been a blue-col-
lar guy, but now I’m adding skill 
to that,” Johnson said, an amused 
look in his eyes as if to say that ev-
eryone is finally realizing what he’s 
known all along. “There’s a sense 
of urgency now. It’s time to win.”
really good to get a win here,” 
Williams said.
She added that she even “had 
a little fun with [her support-
ers]” when they heckled her for 
fouling out late in the game.
With Wednesday’s 75-57 vic-
tory against a strong Oklahoma 
team, the Horns (15-6, 4-3 Big 12) 
came away with a feeling that 
their team is headed in the right 
direction — something they cer-
tainly didn’t have entering the 
game. Prior to Wednesday, the 
Sooners were riding a 20-game 
winning streak at home. Okla-
homa had also won five of their 
past seven games.
Texas is now 4-3 in the Big 12 
after starting 0-2. The Longhorns 
also improved to 3-5 against 
ranked opponents and are now 
tied for fourth in the Big 12.
“We knew how important this 
win was for us to just get our 
momentum back and take on 
the rest of the Big 12,” Williams 
said.
“Hicks is here because of Jeff 
Madden,” said Texas head coach 
Mack Brown. “He came to camp 
two years ago, and we loved 
him. We’ve been recruiting him 
for about 2 1/2 years. He can do 
it all.”
The two stars capped off a 
class that has the potential to be 
one of the best in recent memory 
on the 40 Acres.
“I’m very excited about this 
class,” Brown said. “I’ve been 
asked, ‘Is this the best class 
we’ve ever had?’ It has the po-
tential to be. It covers every po-
sition on the field, which is very 
hard to do. A lot of these young 
guys have the potential to play 
next year.”
The 25 players in this class are 
some of the biggest Brown has 
signed in recent years. There has 
also been less of the drama that 
had become synonymous with 
signing day in past years (Dar-
rell Scott, anyone?).
Texas offered 30 scholarships 
and 25 campus visits. Every play-
er that came to campus signed. 
This was the first time Brown can 
remember that happening.
“Most of these young guys 
didn’t take another visit,” Brown 
said. “We had very little drama 
with them. We want to make 
sure they want to come. These 
guys across the board hung in 
there. You want guys who aren’t 
afraid of competition. They were 
easy; they were honest.”
Along with Jeffcoat and Hicks, 
who were the last players to 
commit, the Longhorns added 
talent to their defense with two 
more athletic linebackers and 
five more defensive linemen. 
Fourteen of the 25 recruits are 
expected to play defense.
“We feel like all three lineback-
ers are special players,” Brown 
said. “They’re smart, they’re fast, 
they’re confident. All three will 
hit you. Gives our D the abili-
ty to put some guys down and 
rush the passer. We’re trying to 
find guys who can stop the run 
and also rush the passer.”
Aaron Benson, a distant cous-
in of Texas legend Cedric Ben-
son, and Tevin Jackson round 
out the linebacking corps and 
will compete with juniors Em-
manuel Acho and Keenan Rob-
inson for playing time.
There were also some addi-
tions to the offense.
Trying to make up for the loss 
of Jordan Shipley to graduation 
and Brandon Collins and Dan 
Buckner to legal troubles, the 
Longhorns signed four highly 
rated receivers.
Mike  Davis  and Dar ius 
White, both tall, explosive re-
ceivers from the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, headline the group 
that should make the job much 
easier for the two new quarter-
backs on campus.
Texas lost Colt McCoy this 
year but welcomes his younger 
brother, Case, to campus. Case 
McCoy will compete with Con-
nor Wood, with the loser prob-
ably taking on a redshirt and 
the winner putting pressure on 
sophomore Garrett Gilbert and 
senior Sherrod Harris.
“The fact Colt was here and 
was successful has nothing to do 
with us signing Case,” Brown 
said. “There’s some chance he’s 
a better, more polished player 
than Colt at the same age.”
Wood and Case McCoy are 
two of three early enrollees who 
will take classes and participate 
in spring practice.
The range of players that cov-
ers almost every position on the 
field (even kicker) represents 
one of the best classes, on pa-
per, that Brown has put togeth-
er. And on the heels of another 
run to a national championship 
game, the future of Texas looks 
brighter than ever.
“13-1 and No. 2 is not what 
you want, but we’ve come a 
long way when that’s disap-
pointing,” Brown said. “The re-
cruiting class today is a great 
sign that they think it’s a great 
time to be here.”
win: Texas wins second game 
in a row against ranked  foe
Bryan Terry | Associated Press 
Freshman Cokie Reed guards Oklahoma’s Danielle Robinson during Wednesday’s game in Oklahoma. The 
win gives Texas momentum heading into the second half of Big 12 play.
From page 7
recruit: Texas lands second-ranked class
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gary: Heart problems delayed Johnson’s debut
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Fruitful endeavors
Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff




Austin will receive $24 mil-
lion in 2011 from the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation to 
construct a new line of more ef-
ficient buses that will initially 
run on two routes through the 
city’s center.
The line, MetroRapid, will 
extend about 38 miles and run 
from North Lamar Boulevard 
to South Congress Avenue and 
from Burnet Road to South La-
mar Boulevard, two of the city’s 
busiest routes, Capital Metro of-
ficials said. Cap Metro expects 
the new line of buses, which are 
said to look like trains, to debut 
on the Lamar-Congress route in 
March 2012.
“They’re going to be sleek-
er, and they’re going to move a 
lot quicker,” Cap Metro spokes-
woman Misty Whited said. 
“That’s why people say it looks 
like a train.”
MetroRapid is part of Cap 
Metro’s All Systems Go, a long-
term transportation plan that 
seeks to increase transit services 
due to population growth. Of-
ficials estimate initial construc-
tion of the line will cost $47 mil-
lion. Congress granted the tran-
sit agency $13.4 million in 2008, 
and President Barack Obama in-
cluded $24 million for the new 
services in his 2011 fiscal year 
transportation budget. The ad-
ditional $10 million will come 
from Cap Metro’s budget.
Whited said a large portion of 
the money will go toward pur-
chasing vehicles, including bus-
es that measure between 40 feet 
— the size of local-service vehi-
cles — and 60 feet and hold ap-
proximately 100 people.
Officials estimate the new bus-
es will decrease travel times by 
20 percent and will operate ev-
ery 10 minutes at peak times and 
every 15 minutes during off-peak 
hours. They will come equipped 
with a signal priority system 
that allows buses, when they are 
close enough, to extend the dura-
tion of green traffic lights and to 
turn red lights green.
The signal priority system is 
not the same as the signal pre-
emption that police officers, fire-
fighters and EMS officials have, 
Whited said. She said signal pri-
ority will not have a significant 
impact on traffic but will simply 
provide quicker service.
These technological chang-
es to Cap Metro’s MetroRap-
id line will not affect UT shut-
tles, said Blanca Juarez, Parking 
and Transportation Services’ al-
ternative transportation manag-
er. Juarez said that she thinks 
MetroRapid may decrease rid-
ership in University shuttles 
for students who live along the 
specified routes.
Of the two proposed routes, 
the Lamar-Congress route will 
replace the current limited route, 
No. 101, but it will provide more 
frequent service, Whited said. It 
remains uncertain whether the 
local No. 3 bus will be replaced, 
but the MetroRapid will run 
alongside the No. 3 until a deci-
sion is made.
Benry Yip, a computer science 
senior, regularly rides the No. 3 
and the Pickle Research Campus 
shuttle to get to work.
“I imagine [MetroRapid] is 
pretty effective,” Yip said. “But 
I wish they put a lot more re-
search into having more bus 
routes rather than having one 
bus take all of the resources.”
The MetroRapid routes will 
intersect with local-service bus 
stops and will yield 70 stops of 
its own. These stops will pro-
vide passengers with a waiting 
area equipped with a real-time 
bus arrival — a digital display 
of estimated time arrivals.
“The addition of MetroRap-
id will provide more options for 
our community and help build 
upon an already growing multi-
modal system,” Cap Metro pres-
ident and CEO Fred Gilliam said 
in a statement.
Cap Metro hopes to produce 
10 MetroRapid routes within the 
next 20 years. 
Trinity Garage sees recent slew of break-ins 
Cap Metro slated 




A recent string of three auto 
burglaries in the Trinity Garage 
may mean more burglaries will 
occur in weeks to come.
On Tuesday afternoon, a UT 
Police Department officer patrol-
ling the area near the garage — lo-
cated at the corner of Trinity Street 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Bou-
levard — found that a Ford Mus-
tang had been broken into with its 
stereo removed. Later the same 
day, a UT student approached the 
officer and reported that her vehi-
cle, which was also parked in the 
garage, had been burglarized and 
that the stereo had been removed. 
The officer then discovered that a 
third vehicle had been broken into 
with its GPS system removed.
UTPD officer William Pieper 
said although there is no indica-
tion that the burglaries were com-
mitted by the same individual, it 
is not uncommon for a suspect 
to commit a string of burglaries 
successively, either all at once or 
across a series of days or weeks.
“Most of the parking garages at 
UT are rather safe garages. They are 
designed that way and staffed that 
way with implementations in place 
to prevent burglaries,” Pieper said. 
“We will see a rash of them that oc-
cur, and we will make an arrest or 
two and they will go away.”
Pieper said the burglaries are 
believed to have occurred be-
tween Monday night and Tuesday 
at 3:10 p.m., when the patrolling 
officer discovered the burglarized 
vehicles. Each stereo is estimated 
to be worth $250, and the GPS sys-
tem is estimated to be worth $850.
The Trinity Garage’s proximity 
to a major roadway with bus stops 
may make it more susceptible to 
auto burglary, Pieper said.
Pieper said that in order to pre-
vent an auto burglary, people 
should remove everything from 
their car so that it “looks like it 
was on the showroom floor.” This 
includes power cords and other 
cables that could indicate the pres-
ence of more expensive items in 
the car. Pieper also said even fac-
tory-installed stereo systems can 
be covered up by laying a beach 
towel across the dashboard and 
letting it hang over.
Since August, 10 vehicles have 
been burglarized in the garage 
with stolen items ranging from 
GPS devices to radar detectors to 
even $2 in cash. The total value of 
the stolen items from the 10 inci-
dents is $1,902 with the estimated 
repair cost of each broken window 
at $150. There have been a total of 
14 auto burglaries across the vari-
ous campus garages since August.
Proposed central routes 
to decrease travel times, 
employ signal priority
‘‘Most of the parking garages at UT are rather safe garages. They are designed that way and staffed that way with implementations in place  
to prevent burglaries.”








excellent condition. With 
pump, accessory pouch, 






Eff., 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms 
with beautiful furniture, 
A/C. fans, laundry res-
taurants, grocery, UT 
shuttle, parking, gated. 
Hancock Mall, 5 min. to 
campus. Park Plaza and 
Park Court 915-923 E. 
41st. St. 452-6518, Cen-
tury Plaza 4210 Red River 
452-4366, VIP Apts 33rd 






Spacious 2br/2ba Apts. 
FREE catv, internet and 
parking. Quiet, Non-
Smoking, No-Pets, W/D 








1802 West Ave. 2/2 
$1,050. Amenities In-
clude: pool, lots of park-
ing, large bedrooms, 
on-site laundry. Call 
512.422.8166 for Ap-
pointment




2/1 Duplex near campus. 








one bedroom, one bath 
24th/ Rio Grande. Avail-






1309 SF. 2 master bed-







dos just 1 block north of 
UT! 
Large 2 bed 2.5 bath plus 
study w/ vaulted ceil-
ings, granite counter-
tops, ceramic tile, berber 
carpet, hardwood fl oors, 
and stainless applianc-
es. W/D conn. Big balco-
nies with views of the UT 
football stadium and the 
UT Tower. 1,150 square 
feet. Only $299,000/unit! 
Great investment for 















a lakefront cabin in 
Maine. If you’re looking 
to spend this summer 
outdoors, have fun while 
you work, and make life-
long friends, then look no 
further. Camp Mataponi, 
a residential camp in 
Maine, has female/male 
summertime openings 
for Land Sports, Water-
front (small crafts, skiing, 
life guarding, WSI, boat 
drivers), Ropes Course, 
Tennis, H. B. Riding, Arts 
& Crafts, Theater, Cook-
ing, Gymnastics, Dance, 
Videography, Group 
Leaders & more. On 
Campus Interviews will 
Top salaries plus room/
board & travel provided. 
Call us at 1-561-748-3684 









Mad Science needs 




dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car and prior experience 
working with groups of 
elementary age children. 
We provide the training 
and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with chil-
dren and are looking to 
work only a few hours 
per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-





Top Gun Promotions is 
hiring 15-20 students. 
$20.00/HR Flexible Part-
Time Hours Close to 
Campus! 512-473-0399




No experience necessary. 
Training provided. Age 
18+. 800-965-6520 ext 113





Get your education, train-
ing and experience now! 
Work with the BEST at 
Stepping Stone School! 
Hiring FT & PT subs at 
all locations. Flexible 
schedules, great perks! 






Students needed ASAP. 
Earn up to $150 per day 
being a Mystery Shop-





Part Time: Wed, Thurs, 
Fri. Hours: 8:00 - 5:00 Re-
quirements: Profi cient in 
Quickbooks, MicroSoft 
Excel and Word. Duties 
Include but not limited 
to: A/R, A/P, Posting De-
posits, Data Entry, Filing, 
Creating spreadsheets. 
Kindly email your re-
sume with salary history 
and work references to 
Raymond Morgan (No 
cover letters please). 
Compensation: $14/hr 




Meet new people work in 
an exciting environment. 
Cash tips daily. No expe-






near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, as-
sist clients, obtain state 
records, fax, fi le, proof. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress. PT $11, FT $12-






Walk to UT. Bookkeeping 
tasks, tax-related proj-
ects, clerical. Type 30 
words/min. Accounting 
experience or classes 
a plus. Flex hours, $11 











FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small offi ce, ben-







Recently Married? You 
may be eligible to par-
ticipate in a study for 
understanding how cou-
ples adjust to the early 
years of marriage. We 
are looking for couples 
entering their fi rst mar-
riage and who currently 
have no children. Eligible 
couples can receive up 
to $445 for participating! 
Please contact The Aus-
tin Marriage Project at 





No exp. necessary, will 








512-471-524       x ID 2860257
870 Medical
790 Part Time800 General Help Wanted790 Part Time
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in 
advertisement, notice must be given by 10 am the first day of publication, as the pub-
lishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect insertion. In consideration of The Daily 
Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency and the advertiser 
will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its officers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of 
the copying, printing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation rea-
sonable attorney’s fees resulting from claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, 
plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. All ad copy  must be approved by 
the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or properly classify an 
ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.

































Start a Mini-Offi ce Outlet 
from home.







This Is The Easiest Way 
To Make A Fulltime In-
come From Home. 1-310-
464-0878; www.bigmon-
eymadesimple.com
All Transportation, Announcement, Services & Merchandise ads are 
50%off  regular rates and appear online at no charge unless you opt for 
enhancements which will incur additional nominal charges. 
For more information or assistance please call Classifi ed Clerk
 at 512-471-5244 
or email classifi eds@dailytexanonline.com
REMEMBER!












you saw it 
in the Texan




Starting at $199 per RM.
Point South 




• On UT Shuttle 
Route
• Microwaves
• Sand & Water 
Volleyball
• Vaulted Lofts w/
Ceiling Fans
• 6 Min. to Down-
town & Campus
• Free DVD Library
• Spacious Floor 
Plans & Walk-in 
Closets
• 2 Pools w/
Sundecks










600 West 28th St, Suite #102
breckenridge
Breckenridge  •  Vail  •  Keystone 











18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
370 Unf. Apts.370 Unf. Apts.
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AUSTIN, TX 78701*FREE INITIAL CONSULTATIONlegal assistant
• Auto/Truck Accidents
• Criminal Defense
• DWI /Drug Cases
(512) 308-6795
LONGHORN’S ULTIMATE FIGHTING L AW FIRM
VULCANVIDEO.COM       CENTRAL STORE SOUTH STORE VULCANVIDEO.COM
AMNESTY DAY








Survey closes Feb. 812
Take the Sex Survey Online at DailyTexanOnline.com
PHOTOS: Iconic images construct ‘major oral history’
era,” said Jonathan Roquemore, 
head of brand and external re-
lations for Magnum New York. 
“They would distribute special 
distribution prints to newspapers 
and magazines for publishing. The 
backs contain caption information, 
inventory keeping and photogra-
pher notes. It’s a DNA of paths that 
the photos would travel.”
But with the advent of the digital 
era and proliferation of photogra-
phy, Magnum began to face prob-
lems.
According to The New York 
Times, Magnum will redesign itself 
to be more Web-based, while the 
center — still assessing the acquisi-
tion — plans on scanning all of the 
images. The exact cost of the pur-
chase was not immediately avail-
able, but a source familiar with the 
transaction said the center has in-
sured the collection for more than 
$100 million.
No dates have been set for when 
the collection will be available, but 
numerous exhibitions and photog-
rapher lectures have been planned.
“I foresee many years of photog-
raphers coming here and giving lec-
tures,” Lubell said. “I hope to cre-
ate a major oral history on this ar-
chive with the photographers and 
the people who made this archive 
in the years to come.”
From page 12
Le Cordon Bleu. He worked 
as a chef at both Vespaio and 
Pok-e-Jo’s after working as 
a private chef, but he always 
had one goal in the back of his 
mind.
“Owning your own restau-
rant is always the ultimate 
goal,” Konstantinidis said. “I 
knew I wanted to run [a res-
taurant] with my mother and 
my aunt. I look to them to 
make the recipes because they 
were taught by my grand-
mother and great-grandmoth-
er’s past.”
After two years of planning 
and a year of construction, 
Konstantinidis finally opened 
El Greco in 2007.
One restaurant competi-
tor, who asked to remain un-
named, was skeptical of Kon-
stantinidis’s definition of au-
thentic Greek food.
“To me, authentic Greek food 
means you are eating the food 
in Greece and it is cultivated in 
Greece,” the competitor said. 
“On that matter, hardly any-
thing in America is authentic 
unless it’s American.”
Authentic or not, Anupa-
ma Madabhushi, a UT gov-
ernment senior and former 
employee, said Konstantinid-
is was a tough but wonder-
ful employer, even though the 
kitchen had its chaotic mo-
ments.
“At first, it was hard, but 
if you worked hard for him, 
he treated you with such re-
spect and kindness,” Madab-
hushi said. “It wasn’t neces-
sarily easy. They had high ex-
pectations, but Jake and his 
mom are super sweet and un-
derstanding.”
Konstantinidis said he has a 
bigger vision for the restaurant.
“I want to open up a cou-
ple more restaurants,” he said. 
“Perhaps something along 
the lines of fine dining, Latin 
American or Caribbean food. I 
[also] want to open up a cou-
ple more El Grecos and [let 
them] become an Austin sta-
ple.”
With all of that said, Kon-
stantinidis just wants to take 
care of the two women who 
made his dream possible  — 
his mother and his aunt.
“I  want  to  take  care  of 
them,” Konstantinidis said. “If 
it wasn’t for them, I wouldn’t 
be where I am today. I owe at 
least that much to them.”
From page 12
FOOD: Local chef plans to expand dining optionsFIGHTER: ‘It’s definitely going 
to be a good fight’ in Austin
videos and finding their weak-
nesses. But as Spicer and his 
coaches gear up for the fight, 
Spicer’s opponent, Sean Spencer, 
is doing the same.
Spencer became interested in 
martial arts after picking up an 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
DVD while passing through Wal-
mart.
“I’ve been competing in foot-
ball my whole life, but I knew 
that wasn’t going to work out, 
and I just wanted a change of 
sport,” Spencer said. “Since then 
I’ve been totally focused on try-
ing to make it to the highest lev-
el I can.”
Spencer trains six days a 
week at Guy Mezger’s Combat 
Sports Club in Dallas, formerly 
known as the Lion’s Den. After 
rigorous training and watching 
a few tapes of Spicer ’s previ-
ous competitions, Spencer said 
he is excited about coming to 
Austin.
“I’ve definitely been looking 
forward to this,” he said. “It’s def-
initely going to be a good fight.”
From page 12
Robert Capa | Magnum Photos
The first wave of American troops lands on Omaha Beach at dawn in June 1944 in Normandy, France.
David Hurn | Magnum Photos
A fan recognizes Paul McCartney during the filming of “A Hard Day’s Night” in London in 1964. 
The Beatles film was primarily shot on a moving train.
Cornell Capa | Magnum Photos
Former President John F. Kennedy reaches his hands into a crowd while campaigning for the presidency in California in 1960.
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UT receives historical treasure
Harry Ransom Center acquires 20th-century photography archive
Restaurant owner
adds Greek flavor
to local food scene
Local fighter kicks, punches his way to the top
By Madeleine Crum
Daily Texan Staff
Modern pop culture has seen 
no shortage of apocalyptic sto-
ries with “The Road,” “The 
Book of Eli” and “2012” topping 
recent box-office sales. While 
these films focus on sweeping 
devastation, Ron Currie Jr.’s lat-
est novel “Everything Matters!” 
offers a more intimate, bitter-
sweet approach to the eventual 
demise of the world.
“Everything Matters!” is Cur-
rie’s second book. His 2007 debut 
novel, “God Is Dead,” was well-re-
ceived by critics and audiences for 
the writer’s dark, comedic style 
that explored existential topics.
“Everything Matters!” is the 
story of Junior Thibodeau, a 
troubled individual who, in ute-
ro, was encoded with a disturb-
ing fact from an anonymous, all-
knowing source: When he is 36 
years old, a comet will impact 
the earth — likely putting an 
end to the human race.
As the sole possessor of this 
knowledge, Junior, “the fourth-
smartest person in the history of 
the world,” struggles to find op-
timism in any aspect of his life. 
As a child of the ’80s, not even a 
healthy diet of “Super Friends” 
and baseball cards can distract 
him from a sense of detach-
ment from his peers. As a young 
adult, his misadventures with
his longtime girlfriend Amy — 
whose dog is aptly named Ca-
mus — continually muddle his 
sense of self.
Though Junior ’s knowledge 
of the end of the world has him 
constantly asking himself if any-
thing he does truly matters, his 
internal struggles are matched 
by those who surround him. 
From Junior’s Gifted and Talent-
ed teacher Mrs. Harris’ unful-
filled dream of becoming the first 
female astronaut to his brother’s 
adolescent cocaine addiction, ev-
ery character in the novel is well-
acquainted with tragedy.
However, in a Vonnegut-like 
manner, Junior ’s sardonic ap-
proach and attention to detail 
make an otherwise terse and de-
pressing sci-fi novel a notable 
dose of realistic optimism.
Though Junior ’s less-than-
captivating language may of-
ten seem too succinct, frequent 
shifts in narration between Ju-
nior, his alcoholic mother and 
his all-knowing and ambiguous 
advisers make for a unique writ-
ing style.
The inevitable ending to the 
novel may be revealed by its 
eighth page, but the plot and 
subsequent insights are far from 
predictable as Currie takes the 





A small audience gathered to 
watch two young men throw 
swift punches and kicks, eventu-
ally grappling on the ground in 
hopes of overpowering their op-
ponent.
“I think I’m going to throw 
up,” said Chris Spicer, gulping 
for air after a rigorous round of 
jiujitsu practice.
“Breathe in through your nose, 
out through your mouth,” said a 
friend.
“Out through my mouth is 
what I’m worried about,” Spicer 
said, resting his tall, muscular 
frame against a wall lined with 
black-chain fencing.
After training six days a week 
for the past five years, Spicer, 
23, has set his sights on becom-
ing successful as a professional 
mixed martial arts fighter. Spicer 
is the largest middleweight-class 
fighter in Texas, at 6 feet 5 inches 
and 185 pounds.
“Mixed martial arts is the same 
as what you see in the [Ultimate 
Fighting Championship],” Spicer 
said. “It’s a combination of box-
ing, wrestling and jiujitsu. The 
key is, you want to be the big-
gest, strongest, fastest guy in the 
class.”
Phil Cardella, co-owner of the 
Relson Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Austin 
Association academy — where 
Spicer is training for a fight 
scheduled at the end of Febru-
ary — discussed the fighter ’s 
strengths and weaknesses inside 
the cage.
“At his weight, he’s tough to 
deal with because he’s so tall,” 
Cardella said. “At 6’5”, he’s a 
monster. He punches hard, he 
has a rounded striking style and 
he challenges himself for pro-
moters.”
After boxing in high school 
and taking up mixed martial 
arts in 2004, Spicer began fight-
ing professionally two years ago. 
His body shows the wear and 
tear that professional fighting 
has caused.
“I’ve broken my nose a few 
times, and I’ve had broken fin-
gers and toes and ribs,” he said. 
“The worst was when I was train-
ing for a fight and I got a staph 
infection in my spinal cord.”
A purplish-brown ring calls at-
tention to Spicer’s right eye, the 
latest in a series of less serious 
wounds he has acquired during 
training. But no number of in-
juries has dampened his enthu-
siasm for competing. Spicer ’s 
daily schedule consists of work-
ing part-time at Allens Boots on 
South Congress and spending 
his evenings training at the Rel-
son Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Austin Asso-
ciation academy.
Sticking to a strict diet through-
out his training, Spicer summons 
an unbelievable amount of self-
control in preparing for a fight.
“I just eat very, very healthy,” 
he said with a smile. “Nothing 
fried, only lean meats like veni-
son, grilled chicken and fish be-
cause it’s really good for your 
skin and bones. And no sweets 
or desserts — except pecan pie, 
I love that stuff.”
But Spicer has gone to great 
lengths in order to even be able 
to compete. In one instance he 
was notified only two days pri-
or that a fight would be tele-
vised on ESPN. In order to 
compete in the middleweight 
division, Spicer had to lose 22 
pounds.
“[I managed the weight loss] 
the wrong way,” he said. “I did 
a lot of running, dieting and sit-
ting in the sauna in 15-minute in-
crements for almost three hours. 
But that’s not the typical way I 
prepare for a fight at all.”
The repetitive slap, slap, slap 
of a jump rope on a floor mat 
punctuates the silence in be-
tween Spicer’s sentences as he 
warms up, alternating his feet 
for 30 minutes. When it comes to 
bad-mouthing opponents, Spicer 
said he tries to stay away from 
drama and attention-grabbing 
antics.
“I’ve never talked to an op-
ponent in the cage while we’re 
fighting,” he said. “I don’t smack-
talk to the media; I just try to stay 
humble because I’m representing 
the academy and my coaches.”
Cardella said the hardest as-
pect of training is preparing 
for each opponent, studying 
By Layne Lynch
Daily Texan Staff
Ten years ago, working as vice 
president in a dental manage-
ment company in San Antonio, 
Jake Konstantinidis was burned 
out from his job and venturing 
for a change of profession. Now, 
he has given up teeth and in-
stead works for the stomach, 
preparing Greek cuisine as the 
chef and owner of El Greco on 
Guadalupe Street.
Wi t h  f a m i l y 
recipes generat-
ed by his moth-
er and aunt, Kon-
stantinidis runs 
what he calls the 
only authentic 
Greek restaurant 
in Austin — a ti-
tle others in the 
industry ques-
t ion  but  Kon-
stantinidis says 
he can claim be-
cause he and his 
family are from 
Greece.
Konstantinid-
is spent seven years of his child-
hood in Germany and Greece. 
He would spend half the year 
in Munich with his summers re-
served for Greece, where Kon-
stantindis said he learned to ap-
preciate his culinary heritage.
“Greek cuisine focuses on food 
that is cooked fresh and food 
that is of the hour,” Konstan-
tinidis said. “Greeks see food as 
something that is meant to be 
shared with family and friends. 
It is something that you are sup-
posed to enjoy.”
The enjoyment and sharing of 
food with family and friends is 
something Konstantinidis said 
the U.S. does not have, especial-
ly in the campus area, where ev-
eryone is always in a hurry.
After seven years in Europe, 
konstantinidis’s father decided 




ty for his kids, 
and America was 
known as — and 




ing two years 
in Chicago and 
20 years in New 
York, Konstan-
t i n i d i s ’  f a m i -
ly never let him 
lose one bit of his 
heritage.
“After 5 p.m., 
we couldn’t speak anything but 
Greek,” Konstantinidis said. “If 
you don’t speak your first lan-
guage or at least write it, you 
lose it. [My family] didn’t want 
me to lose my native tongue.”
Deciding to pursue a change 
of career away from dental man-
agement, Konstantinidis moved 
to Austin and graduated from 




The University will serve 
as a host to 185,000 of some 
of the world’s most iconic 
photos — ranging from Che 
Guevara reclining with his 
cigar to the Afghan girl with 
haunting green eyes.
In 2009, Magnum Photos 
— a photographic coopera-
tive including Henri Carti-
er-Bresson, Robert Capa, El-
liott Erwitt and Steve Mc-
Curry, to name a few — sold 
its press prints to MSD Cap-
ital LP, Michael Dell’s pri-
vate investment firm. 
Press prints were made in 
order to circulate images to 
magazines and newspapers, 
according to a New York 
Times article.
Tom Staley, director of the 
Harry Ransom Center, said 
MSD then agreed to store 
and exhibit the work of 103 
photographers at the cen-
ter for the next five years to 
be available to scholars and 
students for further study.
“This is a collection un-
like any other featuring the 
leading photographers in 
the world,” Staley said. “It 
is the story of the culture. 
You have war, iconic figures, 
the battlefield and more. It 
is history.”
In mid-December, cen-
ter employees eagerly gath-
ered as two unassuming 
semitrucks unloaded more 
than half of the 20th century 
in photographs. The process 
was photographed by Eli 
Reed, a UT clinical profes-
sor and photographer with 
Magnum Photos.
Staley said he believed the 
photographs would greatly 
enrich the University.
“One of my favorite pho-
tos is of [Martin Luther King 
Jr.] speaking and perspir-
ing in Georgia,” Staley said. 
“You can feel him speaking 
— the fervor.”
The addition promises to 
be one of the most impor-
tant and educational in the 
collection.
“[The collection] multidi-
mensional,” said Mark Lu-
bell, managing director of 
Magnum New York, in a vid-
eo interview with the center. 
“You can look at it for the 
content, history, art history, 
curatorial, anthropology or 
business aspects.”
T h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d 
printing history are includ-
ed on the back of each pho-
to. Stamps, penciled num-
bers and notes all tell their 
own story.
“The collection as a whole 





mari, a house 
appetizer. 
Konstantinidis 
is the owner 
and execu-
tive chef of El 
Greco, a Greek 
restaurant 





FOOD  continues on page 11
PHOTOS  continues on page 11
Audrey Campbell | Daily Texan Staff
Chris Spicer prepares to spar with a friend at the Relson Gracie Jiu-
Jitsu Austin Association academy in South Austin. Spicer has been 
fighting professionally since 2008 and is training for an upcoming 
mixed martial arts competition at the end of February. FIGHTER  continues on page 11
‘‘After 5 p.m., we couldn’t speak anything but Greek.”
 — Jake 
Konstantinidis 
chef and owner of
 El Greco
Photos by Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff
Above, Tom Staley, director of the Harry Ransom Center, looks at the recently purchased Magnum Photos collection in a storage 
area of the building Wednesday afternoon. Below, the center will house the photos for viewing and exhibitions for five years. 
Prints from the photo collection were given to the Harry Ransom Center by Michael Dell’s private investment firm.
